298        PERSONAL LIFE OF GEORGE GKOTE.   CHAP. XXXVII.

CHAPTEE  XXXVII.

1869.

JANUARY was spent at the Bidgeway; a short visit to
London in February. In the course of this spring I made
the acquaintance (through Lady Egerton of Tatton) of Sir
William Gomm, Field-Marshal, one of the few survivors of
the army which fought at Waterloo. He was attached to
Sir Thomas Picton's brigade on that memorable day.

Sir William Gomm served for some time in India, and
indeed had been commander of the forces there. Being at
Simla, he occupied himself with the study of Grote's * History
of Greece/ having got hold of the first five volumes. He was
so absorbed in the book, that he made copious notes upon
portions of it; which notes I have since had the privilege of
reading, and Mr. Grote also looked through them. The
observations and comments indicate an attentive following
of the author's text, especially in connection with the mili-
tary incidents, on which Sir W.'s remarks are pertinent and
even instructive. He said he had burned with desire to go
and view the site of the battle of Marathon with Grote's book
in his hand. "It had been objected," I observed, " by critics,
that the story of Marathon was too coldly narrated in Grote."

"Not at all! " replied the veteran, "it is excellently told,
and I have read it ovef, often, with delight."

When I mentioned my conversation with Sir William
Gomm to Mr. Grote, he obviously felt flattered at finding he
had stirred up so much enthusiasm in the old soldier's breast
by his description of that immortal combat. The author and
his admirer met more than once afterwards, and exchanged
conversation with mutual interest; " the Greeks " being the
